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| . All Churches : 
‘Should 
: Budget Support 


By John Alexander 
Stewardship Director 
The Cooperative Program is 
not on trial. It has proven to 
be the most intelligent, eco-, 
nomical, ‘and thorough plan 
known, for’ financing modern 
missions. It is flexible in 
nature. !t is democratic in de- 

sign.- 
It succeeds as a method of 


All 
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By W. E. Grindstaff 


In November, 1925, two old 
friends met at a state con- 
vention. 


“Our Foreign Mission. 


Board has disappointed nine- 
ty-five young mission volun- 
teers this year,” said James 


Love. ‘‘Their life plans are 
spoiled."’ - 

“Blame it on your huge“ 
debt," W. H. Baylor said. 


‘More than a million dollars, 
isn’t it?” 

“It’s more than $1 million 
now and still growing,’’ Love 
replied. ‘It's an- embarrass- 
ing situation. No new appoint- 
ments can be made.” 

“James, after eight years 
with the Home Board and 
eleven years leading the For- 
eign Board, you ought to have 
some answers. Why are we in 
this fix?" 

Love le aned back in his 
chair and gazed at the ceiling 
for a long while. ‘‘Qur Coop- 
erative Programzis not a 
magical plan. It will work for 
us in time, but we will have 
to develop it carefully. I be- 
lieve that; the present small 
income isthe result of our 
failure :.toénlist the people 
properly in the 1925 Coopera- 


rogram. 


ea we need. to call our people — 
to” pray ‘for the Cooperative 
Program, and then give them . 
a continuous stream of infor- 
mation about ali the causes 


~ 


_in it. They must see the whole 


thing as one program.” 

‘‘What else?”’ 

‘Start no more institutions, 
enterprises, or campaigns, 
and call our people to tithe. 
‘That way we meet the” prées- 


ent crisis and properly devel- 
op our Cooperative _ Pro- 
gram.” 


“Maryland will go with you 
on those suggestions; James. 
I've been their executive sec- 
retary thirteen years.‘ Our 
state is anxious to see the Co- 
operative Program properly 
developed!" 

At first the Cooperative 
“Program idea met with loud 
objections from people who 
felt that it was a violation 
of their dearly bought free- 
dom of choice. Like soldiers 
in’ battler, they were un- 
willing to yield gains pur- 
chased with blood. Fortunate- 
ly, it was not long until most 
objections were silenced as 
men like Baylor and Love 
pointed out safeguards to 
their freedom of choice. Suc- 
cess of the plan as it de- 
veloped won the confidence of 
others. 

The plan that merged was 
for an individual to bring gifts 
to his church. io a, h 
would send a portion of' total 
receipts: to the state :conven- 
tion. The state convention in. 
turn would send a part of its ; 


- receipts to the Executive 


‘Cotninittee of the Southern 
Baptist ‘Convention for Con- 
vention-wide work. e 
Many people had a part in 
developing the co - operative 
idea into a workable pro 
gram. It did not spring full 
grown. from a few minds. 
Years of thought, prayer, and 
discussion took place before 
a plan emerged. Even then it 


others. It was almost over- 
whelmed at first by debt and 


> that does not increase ifs com- 


the lost: man who says, ‘I am 
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support only as churches use Published Weekly Since 1877 
it mtetigently. All churches 
should ‘increase their budget 
support of the Cooperative 
Program. 

There are unmet spiritual 
and physical. needs every- 
where. These needs are seen 
at home in the state, across 
the nation, and in the rest of 
the world. One is so deeply 
impressed with this fact while 
attending a conference, con- 
vention, or assembly where 
different’ phases of the mis- 
sions task are discussed. 

Our nation is near the brink 
of chaos mainly because we 
have tried through tax sources 
to meet the physical needs of 
men without a corresponding 
effort on our part as Uhris- 
tians to meet man’s spiritual 
needs. Our national leaders 
are,saying to us, “We have» 
failed. Bread alone is mot 
-enough! Man's spirit must be 
touched' We need your help.” 

Some of us have known this 
for a long time but we haven't 
done very much about it. Our 
response has averaged less 
than the price of a soft drink 
per day. Only by increased 
support through the Coopera- 
tive Program can these spirit- 
ual needs adequately be met. 
They are with us NOW and 
they won't go away! Time is 
running-—out when it will be 
possible to do very much 
about meeting these needs. 

We need to increase our sup- 
port because the Bible tells 
us to grow. Oge visible ‘evi- 
dence of growth on the part of | 
a church is a growing aware- 
ness of the Christian's role in 
financing the main task of the - 
church— Missions! The church 


mitment to world missions 
and challenge its members to 
respond is failing to provide 
its members. one vital avenue 
‘for growth. * 

All churches should increase 
their budget support of the 
Cooperative Program because 
what-we are now doing is not 
enough. Same churches gauge 


their giving by what other 
‘churches give. Is this not like 


as good as some of your 
church members. Why do you 
talk to me?”” We remind him 
that church members are-not 
the ideal for measurement. 
The love of Christ, his com- 
mands,and the measure of 
our condi alee Guide each 
church. in what"at gives. Our 
denomifation simply cannot . 
do what must be done on what 
it now receives from the 
churches. td 

All churches should make 
“‘some"’ increase in their 
budget each year to go 


(Continued on Page 2) 
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The..Cooperative Program’ implements the Great 
Commission..as it supports all the missionary, educa- 
tional’ and benevolent causes suggested by the com- 
mand of Jesus as recorded in‘ Acts 1:8. 

As such. the Cooperative:.Program is basic and 
fuhdamental to the entire mis- g 
sionary program of the de- 
nomination. 

The Baptist Record is this 
week publishing its annual Co- ., 
operative Program issue and 
is giving special prominence 
and space to it because of the 
growing importance of the 


All The World In Two Words 


Cooperative ‘Prbgram as the 
- missionary lifeline of the de- 
nominat in. e 
ih aes | 
Page'’*one is being given 
over. entirely to the mission 
emphasis in addition te.many 
columns on the inside. ‘* 
The emphasis includes.sev- 
eral articles by “State a 
Southern Baptist leaders in - 
addition to a series of Xesti- 
monies by several state, pas- 
tors. “ghe 


1 


An Editorial Cooperative Progr: pic- 
Many years ago a Southern Baptist teacher of mis- tures are also in evi e. 
sions wrote a book which he called ‘‘All the World in The usual genera] plige one~ 
All the Word.”’ In that book, the late Dr. W..O. Carver news is found tlilg, week on 
expounded the great truth that the Bible is a mission- page three, givig the Paper 


in effect two page ones this 
week. 


The month of Octobér closes 
the 1966 - 67 convention year 
ari@the churches are urged to 
givé generously in order that 

“sthis year’s budget of $3,470,- 
090 may be reached. ° 


The new 1966-67 convention 
year begins Nov. 1 and the 
Convention Board has adopted 
a record $3,800,000 Coopera- 
tive Program budget which 
will be submitted to the State 
Convention in November for 
final consideration. 


The Cooperative Program 
is basic to the entire mission 


Sty or: with a missienary message: for. the whole 
world. - ; ga 
Southern Bapgists always have believed the truth 
discussed by this beloved teacher, afid in putting their 
beliefs into practice have deyeloped a mission pro- 
gram which has included all 6f:the world in two words. 
These words are ‘‘Cooperative Program”’ the designa- 
tion which for the past 42 yedrs has been given to the 
convention’s world mission budget. Many believe that 
it is one of the most far-reaching and effective mission- 
ary programs in the world today. aA 
Through the Cooperative Program evepyMindivid- 
ual Baptist in every Southern Baptist chufch which 
ag oa the program, cari participate in every. phase 
~ the world mission work the convention is doing to- 
jay : 


> i 


; a 4 +- E : F 
He tan help support the more than 2,200 foreign 
missionaries now serving in more than 65 countries, 
under direction of the Foreign Mission Board. 

“He can work alongside the more than 2500 home 
missionaries working under leadership of ‘the, Home 
Mission Board in needy @reas all across America. 

He can share in undergirding the many seminaries, 
colleges and other schools, provided by Southern Bap- 
tists and the cooperating state conventions, for the 
training of some of today’s finest youth. - 

He can aid the Radio and. : 
in sending the P seay oe message via the air waves to ev- 


inelude Cooperative Program, 
special offerings and desig- 


nated gifts 


_ He can share in the ministry of healing in 
pitals both in America and on foreign fields: ™ 
‘He can assist in printing Bibles and other Chris 


2 


tian literature for use in pointing men to Christ. _. °~ <. The Cooperative -Program 

in help. establish missions , organize churches, . Was adopted by > = 
er u ings, = “-“Beptet Gonvention 
Pe Ee a, Sie hae oe 
do all of things, ond tho mony Bi | Chics ane Memphis in 1928. - 


included in the Southern Ba 
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_All Causes Incl uded In. 


Cooperative Program. | 


tary for many years, was\in- 
strumental in this significant 
action. 


Mississippi Baptists had. 


used a program similar to the 
Cooperative Program prior to - 
1925. : 


The Cooperative Program . 


has béen used successfully by 
Mississippi and Southern Bap- 
tists throughout the years. It 
has grown consistently. 


_ The Cooperative Program 
is basic as it forms the back- 
bone of the denomination’s 
mission program. 


The several special offer- 
ings authorized by the denom- 
dnation are~.sppplemental’ to 
the Cooperative Program and 
comprise about one-third of 
the total miission- gifts. 

All designated gifts go di- 
rectly to the causes for which 
they are so marked. 

October is designated as Co- 
Operative Program Month on 
the calendar of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and this 
emphasis is being observed 
throughout the Convention as 

well as in Mississippi. , 
! 18 


All Of State’s Baptists 
Should Support The 


"By D. C. Applegate 
President 
Mississipp! Baptist 
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World Missions © 


: By Chester L. Quarles 

: Executive 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Mississippi Baptist - 
Convention Board 

Some people have trouble 
with the title of this article. 
It is difficult for them to see 
how certain items included in 
The Cooperative Program 
could be considered mission 
work. I do believe that all the 
items in the Cooperative Pro- 

. ram have a definite—part in 
missions. 

Take, for instance, Chris- 
tian Education. In Mississippi 
we have four Baptist colleges 
and a School of Nursing. 
These institutions produce 
workers in kingdom service, 
some actually to go as pas- 
tors, missionaries or to fill 
other places of Christian vo- 
cational. service and others to 
aid and serve those who do 
go. Our colleges are produc- 
ing fine“ laymen who take 
their places of leadership in 
church. as well as community. 
They will undergird the. world 
mission task and ministry 
with their lives and service. 

In the Cooperative Program 


in Mississippi we have an 
item Called Ministerial Educa- 
tion. This is a fund that aids 
ministerial -students” to get 
through college. This is a real 
aid to our world mission pro- 
gram. We fail if we do not 
constantly fill the ranks of our 
preachers and missionaries. 
The ministry of the Chil- 
dren's Village is missions. 
Part of our foreign mission 
money is spent taking care of 
honi¢less children. How could 
it be missions across the sea 
and not missions at home? 
The world evangelization 
depends upon a strong base 


here at home. Therefore, thats. 


money spent in ministering to — 


our churches, building strong 


Sunday Schools, Training Un-~ 


ions, Mission: Societies and 
Brotherhoods is strengthening 
the total program. This is 
missions. 

And so it goes. Each phase 
of our ‘Cooperative Work is 
either ‘‘missions in the raw” 
or work, services and minis- 
tries that will make the whole 
missions thrust of more sig- 
nificance. 

I believe in the Cooperative 
Program! 


All Agencies Are In 


CooperativeProgram 


_ W. Douglas Hudgins 
Chairman 
Audit, Budget and 
Allocations Committee 

From the newest work on 
- the tiniest mission field in a 
strange country to the annual 
payments_on the new Conven- 
tion Building, Mississippi Bap- 
tists make their ‘contributions 
through the Cooperative Pro- 
—gram.—Approximately on e- 
third of our mission gifis go 
to the Boards, Institutions, 
and Agencies of the Southern 

Baptist Convention. 
Two-thirds of our gifts are 
used to Support, maintain, and 
enlarge the denomination’s 
witness within the borders of 
our State. Included are our 
Colleges, the Children’s Vil- 
lage, the Hospital, Student 
Ministry, the Christian Action 
Commission, the Mississippi 
Baptist Seminary, the many 
facets of our State Mission 
work, the W. M. U., the 
Foundation, _administrative 
costs of offices. and travel, the 
State’s share of the Annuity 
costs for our _ pastors. 
workers, the Gulfshore Assem- 
bly, and the expenses_.of the 


and | 


, annual ‘session ‘of--the~-Con=~ 


vention. . 

-- Our work in the areas of 
the Sunday School, the Train- 
ing Union, Church Music, the 
Brotherhood and other promo- 
tional agencies is supported 
by the Cooperative Program. 
The cutting edge of State Mis- 
sions is apparent in our work 
with the Mexicans, the Chi- 
nese, the Indians and others. 
Only the Baptist Record does 
not receive mission money. So 
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far, it has been able to make 
its own way. 

The ordinary pastor or 
church member cannot par- 
ticipate in all these areas. 
Rut, whether it be in evan- 
gelism, pastorat<atd;-emer- 
gency support for churches, 
preaching to ethnic groups, 
aiding in the training of 
nurses, support of our Col- 
leges and Seminaries, or- un- 
dergirding our Mission Boards 
here and - throughout the 
world, we can extend our wit- 
ness through the lives of oth- 
ers. This year, give greater 
support to world missions 
through the Cooperative Pro- 
gram! 

Nearly Owes Life 
To The CP 

“IT can almost say I owe my 
life to the Cooperative Pro- 
grant ‘Said Missionary James 
D. Cranejof Mexico. : 

“At the close of twenty 
years of nhissionary service in 
Mexico, I was stricken by a 
heart attack. The hospital to 
which I was taken is support- 
ed by the gifts of Southern 
Baptists through the Coopera- 
tive Program. The Christian 
physician who attended me 


got his chance at _educa- 
tion in a student hajne which 
you made possible through 


the Cooperative Program. 

“Off hand,, 1 can name more 
than twenty pastors, Christian 
lawyers, teachers, doctors, 
nurses, and denominational 
workers across Mexico who 
were given an opportunity be- 
cause you cagave student 
homes." °* 


and as this has happened, ev- 
erything else has frown too. 


and world wide, the cause of 
Christ is advanced to His 
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Beptt Pastors Speak Out On oe Program 


One Thing’ We Must - 
Not Fail To Do 


By Bill Causey, Pastor, Parkway Church, Jackson 
I have been present when some of*my cherished friends . 
dedicated their lives to mission service. Knowing their story, 
I have known: that some were -leaving aged parents; that 


_—._ some would never, see their loved ones again; that some were 


leaving ‘suecess"’ and wealth; children were uprotted and- 


fransferred to strange environments; in short, that they were | 


giving EVERYTHING they ARE and HAVE to the cause of 
Jesus around the world. I would not consider betraying these 
choice servants by not supplying them with needed support, 
equipment, and tools for the task. It is unthinkable that_in a 
crisis hour tike this that God's task force would not be sup- 
_plied with what they need. for the job.: 


Also, implied in our. commitment to our Lord is dedication 

“to trying to win the world for Him. ft is above ali else the 

ONE THING we must NOT fail to do. The cooperative effort 

of Southern Baptists is the best channel yet devised by which 
every sincere Christian can do his part. 

It is not only desirable but URGENT that every Christian 
and every-church continue and enlarge its participation as 
‘world powers make what will probably be FINAL choices be- 
tween good and evil. 

it we don't serve 


who will? . 2 


-Sappors Ti oa Program 


By Paul, H. Leber 
Pastor, East Moss Point Church, Moss Point 
_ 1 believe in the World Mission through the Cooperative 

'. Program. 

It has always been a challenge to me and I have sought 
to lead the churches to give through this plan. I believe it is 
@ good plan because it touches every phase of world mis- 
sions. There are same phases of World Mission not as thrilling 
as others and hence get less attention and gifts.» Yet, the Co- 
operative Program seoperts BSS total eee) of our Lord 
nd His command. 

/ Too, think of the many areas that the\ Christian in the 
church can give to, through the Cooperative Program. We can 
have a:share in all the need of the gospel. By\ giving through 
the Cooperative Program we help in all the work of the 
home base as well as foreign. We can therefore rightly- obey 
the command of our Lord in Acts 1:8 when He says: ‘‘But ye 
shall receive power when the Holy G comes upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea, and in Samaria and into the uttermost parts of the 
earth.” ale = z 

So often churches wil] think ifi terms of certain areas 
alone, as their own needs or own areas, ‘They get interested in 
certain projects to the exclusicn of total program of our 
Lord. Yet, when we magnify the Cooperative Program we are 
stressing the ‘need of the World Wide vision of Christian task. 
This is why I feel a need to continually stress giving to 
World Mission through the Cooperative Program. 

I am reminded:of a story told by a missionary who met 
@ man in the Congo preaching from village to village. He 
was dragging 3 sad children with him. He had lost his wife’ 
in his pilgrimage. He stopped in each village and’ preached 
in English, then on to the next. He was asked what he was 
accomplishing. He said, ‘‘Well the Lord called me to preach 
the gospel. Whatever happens is His business!’’ His program 
was a hit or miss proposition, without any real thought -or 
mission. He proclaimed but failed “to communicate. I believe 
the Cooperative Program when supported helps us to preach 
the gospel effectively ‘and to commugicate well. giv jpelps us to 
direct our aim. May His work be increased. .° 


“With The Sun Arouni / 
The’ World’. 


‘By Rowe C. Holcomb, ‘Paster, First Church, Hazichurst - 
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TANZANIA — Tukuya area. Kapolwe Baptist Chateh, Baptismal service. Missionary Jackie G. 
Conley a convert in an open stream.—Fetign Mission Board photo 


Expression Of . Christian 
Cooperation 


By W. L. Day, Pastor; Fairview Church, Indianola 
It is my earnest and prayerful desire that the wonderful 
church I am privileged to serve as pastor, will not only con- 
tinue its support of world missions but -enlarge the same, 
through the Cooperative Program. 

The plan is intelligible. and scriptural. By it everything 
Southern Baptists are doing to advance the Kingdom of Christ 
receives wise and equitable support. 

The Cooperative Program A one of the oa Mate expres- 
sions’ ‘of Christian cooperation. 


_ of saying’ to’ the World>’"We Are 1 ae wae” f 


gether.” Yt therefore affords my church opportusity with other" 
churches to witness to the unity and fellowship we have as 
Baptiste. What a thrilling experience to be numbered among 
those Baptists who are walking together, working. together 
under the Lordship of Christ. 

The Cooperative Program is best for my church collect- 
ively, and for our menibers individually. It challenges my 
church to give increasing percentages of budget receipts to 
world: mission support. Unquestionably, the more my church 


. Bives to world-wide causes, the more we prosper at home. 


It also challenges the individual to give to his church with 
increasing liberality, because in so doing he knows. he is hav- 
ing a larger share in all that is being done for Christ and His 
cause by Southern Baptists arounhd this world. is practice 
grows great Christian stewards. This is ee ee wants. 


A travel.-brochyre;-with-the above Caption, captured my = 


imagination, Pictures of v: climes, races, and historical * 
places became real to me’ h this new perspective. [ 

Then, another brochure#sin the form of the COOPERA-*~ 
TIVE DOLLAR, me. I came to a soul-stirring 
conclusion. I can orbit 52 titnes a year ‘‘With the SON around - 
_ the world” through my Church Budget Envelope for my Church 
gives a percentage of undesignated ‘dollars through the Coop- 
--@tative Program. In addition to this, I can make the journey 
even more often through: the channel of prayer. , | MUST 
remember others :are matching my dollars with their dedi- 
cated lives. Lt 

Think with me on description of the Cooperative Pro- 
gram. It is rigid, yet flexible; liquid, yet solid; mechanical, 
yet spiritual; ‘intricate. yet simple; well-rounded, yet pyra- 
midal; southern, yet global; perennial, yet annual; mature, 
yet growing; liberal, yet orthodox; denominational, yet per; 
+ sonal. it is calculated and appropriated, yet-consist of Faith, 
* Hope, and Love—and, the greatest of these is v= 


> The Church Sharing 


By Jimmy W. ‘Hipp, Pastor, First Church, West Point 


+ Obedience 2 To | (Gone 


| Commission 


By William A. Webb, Pastor, First Church, Macon 

“The Cooperative Program was in action before- a good 
many of us were born, and we do not have the vantage 
point to observe the “before and after’. From the sheer 
force.of evidence, we have seen its workability and efficiency. 

Through the Cooperative Program, individual Baptist 
churches have been able to be obedient to the Great Commis-, 
sion, even-unto all the worid. I am thankful for the Coopera- 
tive program for the channel it provides, to bring to a needy 
world in a well diversified way, thé resources of Christian 
people and churches. 

We must be careful to remember that no system or peo- 
ple administering that system are perfect. We must be alert 
to the inherent weaknesses, and see to it they de not become 
prominent. 

We must support, pray for, and even be willing to con- 
structively criticize those who administer the program. Mis- 
sissippi Baptists can confidently exercise their stewardship in 


All In One=: - 


(Continued From pa 1) 


Hard work.by2 dre-Conven- 
tion’s ¥Executive Corlimittee, 
organization of the Hundred 
Thousand Club, and help from 
many sources brought relief 
from debt in 1943. 


The years following World 


War II witnessed enlargement” 
of the Cooperative’ Program 


Vision and cooperation of 
Baptists, national” ity; 
and a desire to expand mis- 


/Lostness Of Men Stirs Us 


By John H. Trasic. ir.; vile, Calvary Church, Tupsto 
_! The lostness of men should stir us to greater support of 
world missions through the Cooperative Program. Lost souls 
die at the rate of 1,000,000 a week, 143,000 a day, 6,000 each 
hour, 100 each minute. 

In a recent year, 41,000 were baptized by all Southern Bap- 
tist missionaries. This was the population increase during 3 
hours and 16 minutes of that year. Southern Baptists hdd NQ. ~~ 
provision for those born during the remaining 364 days and 00s 
hours and 44 minutes. 

~ The least we can do is. heed Dr. Baker James Cauthey’s 
plea to place 5,000 missionaries on the field as soon as pogsi- -.. 
ble. That will demand a Foreign Mission budget inerease from ~ 
25 million dollars to 6@-million dollars. 

Accordingly, I shall ‘do all in my power to encaurage Cal-"” 


aS 


- vary Church, Tupelo,-tg ‘increase year by year our support of 


World missions oe ‘the. Cooperative Program. 
ag = 8 


~ Most. ‘Effective- Px; 


By Hees McCall, Pastor. First Church, 

It is withZpleasure that'l Welcome the opportunity to give 
my testimony ‘d§-to the blessings and privilege of participating 
in the Cooperatike Program. ; 

_ My gratitude for this program is firgst“of all personal, for . 
1 am a graduate of a Baptist ‘college and a Souther Baptist 
Seminary, both of which are supported -in part by cooperative 
programfunds. ‘e 

However, in a much larger sersé, there are other reasons 
for my unqualified support of the Cooperative Program as 
pastor of a Baptist church. 

In the first place, it is the most ‘effective Srogram yet 
devised for giving indispensible financial support to. the mis- 
sion program of Christ and our 4enomination at every level 
at home and ‘‘to the uttermost fart of the earth.” I believe 
that its devising was inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit. 

Further, I like the cooperative nature of the program. Ev- 
ery member who contributes to his church, however large or 
-small the contribution, can gratefully say in truth, “‘f have a 
very real part in the work of missions in every area and in 
every place throughout the world.” 

So long as God and the people-:of, First Baptist Church 
grant me the privilege of serving as: pastor, I shall enthusi- 
astically encourage, not only our participation, but an ever 
expanding part in supperting missions through this efficient 
program. ~~ si 
_. 1 am gratefal that our church through these years of 
huge financial demands, especially a large’ building’ #ebr, has 
each year increased its mauesion giving. ~ 


_ Increase Seen For Coming 
~ Year . 


By Hardy R. Denham, Jr. 
Pom Pastor, First Church, Ellisville : 
The First Baptist Church of Ellisville, gave 20% of all une", 


_ designated gifts through the Cooperative “Program during’ .” 


iow that ‘this, netcentage, .will: 


ens an aie et 


be- giving: 
nated receipts through. the Cooperative # ‘am. I rejoice 
over suckmenthusiastic’ reaction to missiba’ awareness. 
As a pastor. it is my desire that the 1 Serve not only - 
, -fontinue strong support of wortd missions throvgh the Coop 
* erative Program,, but increase that ‘support. My _ reason for 
this desire is two-fold. -* -._- 
First, the Cooperative Program and our perpen 
leads us: to.a REALIZATION of the needs of our world 
is easy. to close one’s eyes to needs, but when a worthy per. 
centage of the income is channeled through. the Cooperative 
Program, the realization of many needs is brought intefocus. , 


Second, the Cooperative Program and our participation en- 
ables us to discharge in part our RESPONSIBILI ‘in mis- 
sions. Ree — 


~ Our support’ of missions througli the Cobperative Program 
oes not discharge our full responsibility to Christ and a lon; 
~worid, for_we are to daily-witness—and prociainy “wherever 1 

are and wherever we -go. However, we cannot go everywhere ~ 


personally. The Cooperative: Program gives us the means. to is 


fulfill responsibilities in many “places, for through it-~we are 


sion effort brought “a glorious there, preaching, teaching and ministering. 


period of advance and 
achievement. 


It is truly ‘‘one program’”’! 


—W. E. Gfindstaff is - Coop- 
erative Program Director of 


the Southern Baptist Steward- 
ship Commissioti. 
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(Continued From Page 1) 
through the Cooperative Pro- 


gram. We have urged a 2 per- 


cent annual increase. Many 
churches have followed” th x s 
suggestion. Realistigaily, . 


church that followed Aha gti 


for 50 years would be’ giving 


a 


World Missions Symphony 


2 Pastor, First Church, Calhoun City 
rative Program enables a Jocal Baptist church 
ert with thousands of other Baptist churches in 
m “Symphony of World Missions.” This recital is: 
URGENT—“Ye shall be witnesses. . .” 
TAINIVERSAL-~ . unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

The success: C the orchestra depends upon all musicians 
working together in a correlated effort. One musician never— 
brings success. It takes all of them _ snerging into a, perfect 
whole. 

‘There is a chair for every Baptist churcivin the ensemble.' 
The score has been prepared—‘‘For God so loved.tije ‘world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever-Qejjeveth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 72, . 

the conductor is resdy—“Lo, I am with you always.“ 


” all of its budget to missions. 5 i ; 3 
; The church livés primarily to serve others-As-the church ae —— ee ee Some of our: churches have en © reas Dx De reer: ‘ Sue K 
accomplishes this task“it seeks companions, and if it functions eee ae reached the 30 and 40 percent 4 . : ~ 
4 See ent nee bt eet is on oeatity ay level of giving. Would it not 


s_individuality that it can fit in” with a group of other 
eae without calling ‘upon any individual church to make 
- too great a sacrifice. Compiete independence of sister church- 
es, Christian Institutions and Missionary projects would seem 
to nulify the possibility of the give and take of life which is 
such an important Christian experience. We need each other 
a churches so that our minge projects can be very effective 
foe our Lord. 

The Cooperative Program provides a way for the Baptist 
churches in Mississippi to share in these various:Christian_ac- 
~ tivities in: our state and ‘throughout the world. In reality it is 
what we give in the Spirit 6f our Lord that will bring eter 
and everlasting blessings. By the-churches in the Missis 
Baptist Convention. uniting . : 


be practicatfor a church in 
this catego¥y;to consider a 
one percent ‘increase, or even 
a one-half percent increase? - 
The better informed churches 
want to iticfease support each- 
year and perhaps this sugges- 
tion frorn a prominent layman ~ 
will help. 


Training Union: . 


_ Every Church ‘ Meliabes 
‘Can Have A Part 


By Kenneth Roberts, Pastor, First Church, Carthage ; 

Neither I, nor the church I pastor, am interested in 

—-plantied—contributions~ tothe Cooperative Program just for 
the sake of being “Cooperative.” But if any concerted and co- 
~ Operative spiritual effort has proven to be effective, workable 
and unusually beneficial to millions of people around the 
globe, then we cannot help but feel that God has 9 part in such 
a program. 

This continues to be the conviction of Baptists about the 
_~Coqperative progtam. Our.age often prides itself pn being im- 
$ _ personal, uftinvolved and non-committed. But this must nevér 
true of the Christian and thé church fog we must be 


“LEADERSHIP. CONVENTIONS | me © 


All- churches ‘can increase 
“their budget support of the Co- 
operative Program. Hundreds 
of our churches néed a’ good 
stewardship emphasis to. in- . 
crease the giving of the peo- 
ple in order to make this pos- 
sible, howevér, churches gen- 
erally do what they are chal-. 


lenged and motivated to do. Is, 1 
Program enables people around the world §involvéd with people if we are to imitate our. gqviougy Jesus:.. i¢ not the bility of en- ° 
: to learn. how to fruitfully live for Christ in such’a way that was néver too buiy to be interested in the’ physienl and spirit- jightened - leaders to ‘chal- 


ual needs of the person or the crowd. 

Through the Cooperative Program every church member 
can be¢ome “involved” with the needs of people throughout 
the world as he gives a part of himself with the giving of his 
money. Our church wants to continue, to share in carrying 
out the Great Commission as we give a -percentage of our 
budget through the Cooperative Program. 


lenge all churches to “step 


forward in faith’’? 


1 


Tact comes as much from 
goodness of heart as. frori 


‘finess. of taste. 


ih: 


